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1. Overview of Mariculture in India 
The fish production from capture has registered an increase over the years but the rate of increase has 
stabilized globally. Aquaculture on the other hand has progressively increased. In India though the 
capture fish production has steadily increased, production from the present grounds has reached its 
maximum and several problems such as incr
Aquaculture on the other hand has 
progressively increased and production through mariculture is the best way to increase overall marine 
fish production. Mariculture contributes to the production of protein rich food and has been the source 
of livelihood of millions of coastal villagers. Global production from the marine environment 
increased from 21.6 million tonnes in 1999 to 27.6 million tonnes in 2003.  
Mariculture is defined as the cultivation of marine organisms in their natural environment (Webster’s 
Dictionary). In other words mariculture is the rearing of the aquatic organisms under controlled or 
semi-controlled conditions in coastal and offshore waters. The mariculture environment thus includes 
sea, backwaters, estuaries and coastal lagoons.  Marine organisms include both migratory species to 
estuaries/backwaters and non-migratory species confined only to the sea. Mariculture today includes 
predominantly migratory marine fishes such as seabass, shrimps,lobsters, cobia, snappers, mullets, 
pearlspot, milkfish etc. Most of these species are capable of tolerating variations in the environment.  
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2. TECHNOLOGIES FOR FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT 
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